





PHILOSOPHY OF ISLAMIC ART: CHARACTERISTICS AND DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

ABSTRACT

Islamic Art enjoys certain characteristics by which we differentiate it from other
types of art such as Westem, Indian, and Chinese. Each has its own philosophy
and distinctive characteristics. In Islamic Art Philosophy, the very first single
feature drawing the afttention of an onlooker is that it is manifested or
materialized in abstract shapes in geometrical molds infermingled with Arabic
script. The abundance of allegory, metaphor, simile, and esoteric and symbolic
expressions all indicate that it could not have possibly existed without these
means of expression. Then, the essence of Islamic Art is hermeneutic, simply
because one of the major matters of concern in the Philosophy of Islamic Art is
that an arfistic work should have a fouch or tint of mystery in it in a way that the
addressees would get into contemplation and perhaps a new interpretation
each time they see it. Islamic Art, just like the human nature which is made of a
binary of body and soul, has dudlity in it. On the one hand, it answers the
materialistic and/or objective needs of human life, and on the other, it safisfies
the aesthetic needs of human beings, as love of beauty and gorgeousness
seem to be natural inborn tendencies of all human beings. These two formal
and functional structures are almost manifested in all types of Islamic Art. To a
Muslim artist, all types of art are manifestations or realizations of the beauty of
the Creator. In this arficle, some general characteristics of Islamic Art are
specified. Then, the viewpoints of some Islamic Philosophers on Islamic Art and
how it has reciprocally affected Western Art in architecture and the like would
be mentioned. Findlly; the shared grounds of the two terminate our discussion.
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