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First report of Colletotrichum acutatum associated with apple fruit rot in Iran

M. Mousakhah®, S. A. Khudapm'aitz and S. A. Hashemi’
1-Plant protection Clinic, Astaneh ashrafiveh, Guilan Mozhganmousakhah@yahoo.com 2-Department of plant protection,

Faculty of Agriculture, The University of Guilan

In order to identify the causal agent of apple (Malus pumila) pre-harvest fluit rot in Guilan province, apple fruits with
rotting symptoms in distal end and with concentric circles of orange spore masses were collected in Guilan province (Astaneh
ashrafiveh and Lahijan townships). Morphological characteristics including shape and size of conidia and appressoria,
presence or absence of sefae and sclerotia, color and growth rate of colony were studied. Six day old colonies in PDA are
usually pale-grey or pale-orange with 6 cm diam. in 25:1°C. Bottom of culture is pink color. Setae and Sclerotia were absent.

Conidial masses are salmon pink, conidia one-celled, straight, fusiform. 12.5-15x3 5-4 pm in size and attenuated at each end.

Appressonia produced in slide culture method on PCA were clavate or slightly irregular, pale to dark brown, 7-8x4-4 S5pm in

size. According to relevant literatures, the fungus that caused distal end fruit rots in apple and pear trees in Guilan province in
recent years identified as Collefotrichum acuiatum. Based on this study, Apple (Malus pumila) is reported as new host of C.
acuiatum for Iran.
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