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Evaluation of social health insurance development policies of informal sector

workers

In this study, the status of social health insurance benefits for informal sector

workers has been evaluated.

Method: the method of this research is Descriptive-analytic. For implementation
of the study, number of informal sector workers estimated based on annual labor
indicators and time series data-base of the Central Bank for the informal
sector. Then, total number of the informal sector population compared with the
insured informal sector population and the identified number of the informal
sector population with social health insurance coverage. Then, the problems of
the current labor status and the social health insurance laws for expanding social

health insurance coverage for informal sector workers were surveyed.

Findings: In the period of this study, between 33 to 39 percent of the urban
workers have employed in the informal sector. The share of the insured informal
sector population in total the insured population (formal and informal) has
increased to double, but not more than 29 percent. The percentage of the insured
population in the informal sector from total active population in the informal
sector has increased from 25.5 percent to 53 percent at the end of the study
period, but changes of this proportion has been fluctuating in the last five years in

the range of 48 to 53 percentage.

Results: Common policies of social health insurance in the formal employment
sector seem to be inefficient for expanding to informal sector. Much of the
households in the informal sector are disadvantaged from social health insurance
coverage. Groups of the uninsured population have not sufficient financial ability

to pay for medical costs.

Keywords: social health insurance, informal sector of employment,

social insurance and employment regulation
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