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Pieris rapae (L.) (Lep.: Pieridae)
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Pieris rapae(Brassicaceae)

 

 

CauliflowerBrassica oleracea var. botrytisBrassicacae

(Tindall, 1983)

(Macharia et al., 2005)
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(Capinare, 2001)
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Abstract 

Small cabbage white butterfly, Pieris rapae is one of the most important insect pests of the 

family Cruciferous or Brassicaceae. Use of resistant varieties is suitable management strategy 
for control of this pest. In order to study the population fluctuations of P. rapae, eight cultivars 

of cauliflower was planted in a completely randomized block design at the Shahed University 

research field (south of Tehran) and a sampling was performed once every ten days. In the 
Smila cultivar the highest density of larvae (2.6 larvae per plant) was found during the season. 

Peak density of larvae in the Smila cultivar was seen on October 31 and during the harvest time 

and the lowest density were observed on July 20. The maximum number of pupae was seen on 
the Smila cultivar. The highest and lowest density of pupae on the Smila cultivar was observed 

on October 31 and during the harvest time and July 20, respectively. Among different cultivars, 

the lowest density of larvae (0.4) and pupae (0.11 per plant) was seen on the abresefid cultivar. 

Maximum density of larvae and pupae was observed in the Abrsefid cultivar on October during 
harvest period. In this cultivar, the lowest density of larvae was seen on July 20 and lowest 

density of pupae on July 20 and July 31. Herbivorous are considered as environmental live 

factors in reduction performance of the agricultural products. What each density of larvae is 

more in the plant the amount of damages of small cabbage white butterfly will be more. 
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mailto:hasanshahi.entomo@yahoo.com

