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. Effect of ethanol in novelty seeking behavior of rat

Background and aim: Alcohol was detected for first time by an Iranian scientist Zakaria Razi.
Given that alcohol abuse is rising in our communities, recognizing the harmful effects of alcohol
seems to be necessary. The aim of this study was to evaluate the side effects of ethanol on
learning by observing seeking behavior of Rats. Materials and Methods: the animals under the
observation were white large laboratory Wistar rats (purchased from the Pasteur Institute of Iran)
and were tested by the aid of novelty seeking behavior based on the conditioned place
preference. This behavior shows an interesting view of the animals' psychological dependence
representing some signs such as sniffing component sniffing, stand rearing and so on. To observe
this type of behavioral symptoms, animals first were met with assessors(Conditioned place
preference) during the familiarization phase and then they were given 0/05 -0/1 g/ kg of
ethanol repeatedly (10 days), while after the first dose every day, they had access to one side of
the machine (CPP) not to the other side. During the test phase, without any treatment and the
same as familiarization phase, they had access to the device. The control group received saline
instead of ethanol during the treatment phase. Results Seeking behaviors of the animals, such as
sniffing and stand rearing were shown mostly on the side of the evaluation device CPP on which
the animals, after receiving the drug, were bound frequently (10 days) ( p<0.05) ). Conclusions:
Frequent consumption of alcohol gets alcoholics into multiple problems including alcoholic liver
disease. According to the results, alcohol, even at low concentrations alters the physiological
balance and psychological dependency on it. '
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